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strange if, in countries so remote from each other,
, and with economic and social systems so widely
different, the average wealth of each were the same,
or were likely to remain so. The assessors will be
driven to declare that, in their opinion, the taxable
capacity of the average citizen in each of these
countries differs, and that the difference may be
represented by a certain ratio; and will any one
venture to assert that his own guess-work comes
nearer the truth than their skilled and patient in-
vestigation ? There will be no question of hurry.
They can take five years in making their assessment,
and then take another five in making the next one.
They can be given power to call for any returns
they please, whether of wages paid, of professional
incomes earned or of dividends declared. The re-
sults can be checked by the value of estates, which
have to be assessed every time they pass on the
death of an owner to his heirs. The real purchasing
value of money in each community can be ascer-
tained, and the results corrected accordingly. A
provisional assessment can be framed and submitted
to all the Dominion governments together with the
data upon which it is based. Their arguments can
be heard and weighed by the assessors in open
court; and then the final assessment can be declared
and remain in force for five or for any other period
of years which may be fixed. Meanwhile the
assessors can be engaged upon the task of framing
a new one.

In these remarks it is not suggested that an
estimate of the average income available to each
individual man, woman, or child, civilized or savage,
is a perfect criterion of average capacity to bear